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Thanksgiving and Prayer - Philemon 1:3-9 
 
Topics  
Encouragement, Friendship, Prayer, Relationships, Slavery, 
Thankfulness, Words 
 
Open It Questions 
A. Who has prayed for you in the past?  
             
             
              
 
B. What role has someone’s words of encouragement played 

in your life?  
             
             
              
 
C. How much of what is said to you each week at work and at 

home do you perceive to be negative or positive?  
             
             
              
 
Explore It Questions 
1. What two godly qualities did Paul desire for his readers? 

(1:3)  
             
             
              
 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A1-7
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Encouragement&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Friendship&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Prayer&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Relationships&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Slavery&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Thankfulness&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Words&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A3
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2. What was always a part of Paul’s prayers? (1:4)  
             
             
              
 
3. What had Paul heard about the readers of this letter? (1:5) 
             
             
              
  
4. What was Paul’s prayer for his audience? (1:6)  
             
             
              
 
5. What did Paul suggest that Philemon would gain by 

actively sharing his faith? (1:6)  
             
             
              
 
6. What had Philemon done for Paul? (1:7)  
             
             
              
 
7. What had Philemon done for the other Christians in the 

region? (1:7)  
             
             
              

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A7
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8. What type of attitude did Paul project toward Philemon? 
(1:8-9)  

             
             
              
 
9. What fruit of the Spirit tempered Paul’s attitude towards 

Philemon? (1:9) 
             
             
              
 
10. How did Paul describe himself in his letter to Philemon? 

(1:9) 
             
             
              
 
  
Get It Questions 
11. When are the normal times in a day or week that you pray?  
             
             
              
 
12. What are the subjects or concerns you most often address in 

your prayers?  
             
             
              
 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A8-9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A9
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13. What are the marks or ingredients of a good prayer? 
             
             
              
  
14. When should we ever tell someone that we are praying for 

him or her?  
             
             
              
 
15. What is your reaction when someone says he or she is 

praying for you?  
             
             
              
 
16. How does it help a person to tell him or her that you are 

praying for them?  
             
             
              
 
17. How can compliments and encouragement influence 

someone’s life?  
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18. How does it help a person to pray for him or her?  
             
             
              
 
19. What is the difference between what a person should and 

should not pray for?  
             
             
              
 
Apply It Questions 
20. Who are several people for whom you need to pray this 

week?  
             
             
              
 
21. Who in your life needs a word of compliment or 

encouragement at this time?  
             
             
              
 
22. Whom could you write or call this week to thank for the joy 

or encouragement they have given to you during your life?  
 
 
 
Adult Questions for LESSONMaker. 
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Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Open It 
Questions

A. Who has prayed for you 
in the past? 



Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Open It 
Questions

B. What role has someone’s 
words of encouragement 
played in your life? 



Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Open It 
Questions

C. How much of what is said to 
you each week at work and 
at home do you perceive to 
be negative or positive? 
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Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Introduction

Most ancient letters included a thanksgiving 
for the addressee immediately after the 
salutation. With these words, Paul was 
expressing his love for Philemon. Paul 
constantly prayed for churches and for 
individual believers who had specific needs.
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Scripture



Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Scripture
(1:3-6 NLT)

3 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you 
grace and peace.
4 I always thank my God when I pray for you, Philemon,
5 because I keep hearing about your faith in the Lord Jesus 
and your love for all of God's people.
6 And I am praying that you will put into action the 
generosity that comes from your faith as you understand 
and experience all the good things we have in Christ.

https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-3
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-4
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-5
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-6


Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Scripture
(1:7-9 NLT)

7 Your love has given me much joy and comfort, 
my brother, for your kindness has often 
refreshed the hearts of God's people.
8 That is why I am boldly asking a favor of you. 
I could demand it in the name of Christ because 
it is the right thing for you to do.
9 But because of our love, I prefer simply to ask 
you. Consider this as a request from me-Paul, an 
old man and now also a prisoner for the sake of 
Christ Jesus.

https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-7
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-8
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-9
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Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Explore It 
Questions

1. What two godly qualities did Paul desire for 
his readers? (1:3) 

3 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ give you grace and peace.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A3
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-3


Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Explore It 
Questions

2. What was always a part of Paul’s 
prayers? (1:4) 

4 I always thank my God when I pray for 
you, Philemon,…

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A4
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-4


Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Explore It 
Questions

3. What had Paul heard about the readers 
of this letter? (1:5)

5 …because I keep hearing about your faith 
in the Lord Jesus and your love for all of 
God's people.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A5
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-5


Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Explore It 
Questions

4. What was Paul’s prayer for his 
audience? (1:6) 

6 And I am praying that you will put into action 
the generosity that comes from your faith as you 
understand and experience all the good things 
we have in Christ.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A6
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-6


Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Explore It 
Questions

5. What did Paul suggest that Philemon would 
gain by actively sharing his faith? (1:6) 

6 And I am praying that you will put into action 
the generosity that comes from your faith as you 
understand and experience all the good things 
we have in Christ.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A6
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-6


Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Explore It 
Questions

6. What had Philemon done for Paul? (1:7) 

7 Your love has given me much joy and 
comfort, my brother, for your kindness has 
often refreshed the hearts of God's people.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A7
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-7


Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Explore It 
Questions

7. What had Philemon done for the other 
Christians in the region? (1:7) 

7 Your love has given me much joy and 
comfort, my brother, for your kindness has 
often refreshed the hearts of God's people.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A7
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-7


Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Paul Pleads for Onesimus

Philemon 1:8-9



Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Explore It 
Questions

8. What type of attitude did Paul project 
toward Philemon? (1:8-9) 

8 That is why I am boldly asking a favor of you. 
I could demand it in the name of Christ because 
it is the right thing for you to do.
9 But because of our love, I prefer simply to ask 
you. Consider this as a request from me-Paul, 
an old man and now also a prisoner for the sake 
of Christ Jesus.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A8-9
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-8
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-9


Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Explore It 
Questions

9. What fruit of the Spirit tempered Paul’s 
attitude towards Philemon? (1:9)

9 But because of our love, I prefer simply to 
ask you. Consider this as a request from me-
Paul, an old man and now also a prisoner 
for the sake of Christ Jesus.

https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-9


Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Explore It 
Questions

10.How did Paul describe himself in his letter to 
Philemon? (1:9)

9 But because of our love, I prefer simply to 
ask you. Consider this as a request from me-
Paul, an old man and now also a prisoner 
for the sake of Christ Jesus.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A9
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-9


Philemon 1:3-9
“Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers”

Get It Questions
#11 to #19

Apply It Questions
#20 to #22



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church of    
Southfield, Michigan

NEXT WEEK’S LESSON

Philemon 1:10-25
Paul’s Appeal for Onesimus





New Hope Missionary Baptist Church Members are invited to 
the quarterly Church Meeting held via Zoom Webinar on 
October 30, 2021, 6:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada). 

REGISTRATION IN ADVANCE IS REQUIRED to attend 
this webinar. After registering, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the webinar. 

Please Note! Registration (CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY) is 
required to attend. Only one device (computer, cellphone, etc.) 
can access webinar per registration.

Registration Link available later

NEW HOPE 
MISSIONARY 

BAPTIST 
CHURCH

QUARTERLY 
CHURCH 
MEETING



Prayer
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